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EDITOR’S NOTE

For the month of September things are about to get festive. Besides the arrival of 18 new
volunteers to Shanghai to celebrate, we have a couple of national festivals to look forward to.

Firstly, for those of you who are currently enjoying one of our various teaching projects here,
September the 10th will in fact be National Teacher’s day. We all love teachers (perhaps more
so after we have left school) but that’s multiplied in a culture which has its roots in Confucian
values. These values are why, in theory, you should find that your students are a bit less
disruptive and less questioning than you might find in the Western schooling environment. On
this date it’s very possible that your students will bring you well wishes or even a gift or two.

For those of you, who aren’t teaching, don’t get down as there’s another cause to celebrate.
That’s right, the mid-autumn festival falls on the 19th September and it’s time to get eating those
moon cakes. The day of mid-autumn festival is basically the point when the moon is at its fullest
and roundest. The Chinese people celebrate this as part of the lunar calendar and it has generally
become a time to be with family for a dinner and to eat what they call moon cakes; a pork pie
shaped pastry with lotus seed paste. (Nowadays you can find a wide variety of flavors, such as
red bean paste, nuts, salted egg yolk, green tea or even ice cream!)

Don’t be surprised if a Chinese friend or colleague should buy you one of these cakes at some
point during this period and indeed there’s no need to be shy of giving a few out yourself. It’s
a great way to initiate new friendships and break into an instant conversation piece about how
what the festival is and how it works.

We are going to share two wonderful volunteer stories in this issue: the first one is from Ryosuke
Hata, a Japanese volunteer, recounts his experience at his Business Project; and Filippo Mazzera
- a [talian volunteer who participated in Law Project in Shanghai.

We hope their experiences will provide you with a bit of the variety of projects available here in
China, and we sincerely hope these stories will encourage people to join us here too! Meanwhile,
if you are interested in what’s going on here, you can always check out our Facebook Group,
"Projects Abroad Shanghai, China — The Oftficial Group’ or "Projects Abroad Chengdu, China
- Official Group’ for more photos or stories; or email any queries and comments to china@
projects-abroad.org

If you would love to share your story and experience in China, you can also get in touch with
me at suzieli@projects-abroad.org

Hope you have a great month and enjoy your time in China!

Suzie Li
Information Manager
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VOLUNTEER STORY

Ryosuke Hata — Business Project volunteer

Ryosuke Hata (middle)

B FBICH 2 T AT
Yoy o TnEd. 45 Al
— T LUEED D ORCKEARDIE T
KRANFAFONTH Ty L3N, 71
MAEFIC. ZBLUA T ZZ T 5N
HEICETEFTELRTLRMESEINT
WEJ. e AT O RA VY —
PRALEEMELTED. BE LT
F7RE. HAREEEENTHD X
T TOBETOROEE L. LFE
FEOHARANBTDON =7 T 4 T EW
T9. BfE. FICHEATHSHAAN
DEII AL L DD L 10 T N7z
HZB5EEEDNTED. ERICKT]
Hixdihez>oTnET. LML X
Z—=rT7wTRELNSTELEEDHD.
T 7 AR BIEICITo Tz b &l
HARNRITDOR =77 4 > FFIFE LA
ExEINTWEFTATLE. FT T
EWICH B HR¥ER. FERIREAD
I E R—LRX=I9E T ORI
HAR NI A S BAAROTE - A5
D LEWEEREDE LIz, T
DWEHD S HARNMEREOEE D TD
WIEOEFEEZZ T > T=D T H.
ZNFAEFICRONNDH SHILEETL
oo TOMHEDOZT ST FADZFD

MHEFEANE T B O BIENICIT > 72 B
ISy B DOWMEBMAEREEL TN
WS EE Rl LT, M. B
BOoDHEL NS by EIERT — L
DBIEZENEREDESTDTIT A,
FMFZ T TRAINY - A REMAL.
LR R T B VS T R ENDE
FlLze ULAML. TRUEBIEICEST
EHEFEDITIC & > TEHD T DA
Ty BAGHBEICES DD X Uz,
ERoTWIFIEDNOOM HLoEE
ENL BV RICES>TEBHMNDIE
EDTHDOMN HEI—-RIFIESTS
D WE-726E9T20M - - -,

Ryosuke Hata (middle)




Project Abraad

e e ONBIES DO TT AN
MK EDRT VT 4 7 =bld A B
RIS Z BN ZE S & T2 A4 <.
EREAGENEATHEE T, TOH
THAZHLTWL i, fEm
ICERICEMT A & Z LT MK D
EHEN SRR ENEETHD L
BUE Uiz, 0 =B OWAET. 1t
HE EWHHETHRSBEO D &2
U7z E BEnET,

CNEDOMEZNHEREDOTT 4 BIED
HFEAAZ Yy 7 & &SIl TDE.
fif e R ER K Z DT EMTEE
Uiz TOES RIEEZE LT MHEH
A 2= —va VICBALUTHA4 /&
RN TEE U, FICFADEE X
EELEMNEVZIXT LY RY =7k
T Eho7zDTIN. HB LA
NEREMICHE L T AR ST
BRENZMILTRLEND S LKL T=D
T, BfwAARIc. 2L CRERICE.
I TA DN SN A U o Wal) 5 A AY= N D Fa®

— T EWTOEEDMDRT
T4 7 EDTIMDHF TEEA ZFH RN
HOFE L. HlzIE FEALINCIE.
HAMNSIEFEDGO X TH ZNLish
DNALFERPICHTHDEE A T7IVT
7w hr E EIEN. BRI
BN, FTZNTNICERND
DET. AHAHARTHEGEZMIEL T
W3 EEITAD O > T2DTT
WDy BEFEDNGDD VNS T EIEFHAAN
W THHEEZZSEDT RNV T
— VNG5 TWVWB R CE Uiz, iz
Wk EDRT VT 0 7 &L THNT
WHIEMLUCTEZEA L XM
ThsEHEUE Lz, HlZIX. FANH
KIS Wz b 2O TIE FINHEO N
MEFoEICHELTEZIRO LS &
LW, B2ddAr5& L E0nENno




. x
ProjectsAbr

VOLUNTEER STORY

Filippo Mazzera — Law Projects volunteer

Filip.p' Mazzera (middle)

Ciao ragazzi,

Sono Filippo, neolaureato in
Giurisprudenza di 24 anni, e dopo aver
ricevuto recensioni molto positive sull’
organizzazione da amici ho deciso di
provare 'esperienza di un mese di stage
presso uno studio legale a Shanghai.
Attualmente lavoro presso lo studio legale

“Jade and Fountain PRC Lawyers’ , con
orari che tendenzialmente vanno dalle 9 alle
18 dal Luned 1 al Venerd i, anche se per
fortuna ¢’ € una certa flessibilit @ (non €
facilissimo svegliarsi alle 8 dopo una serata
in discotecall). Per esempio ho appena
preso un giorno di ferie Venerd 1 scorso
per andare a visitare Pechino (esperienza
su cui torner 0 dopo) e sono stati molto

comprensivi. La mia giornata lavorativa
si svolge principalmente cercando di
assolvere ai compiti che mi vengono
assegnati, riguardante casi sia risolvibili
con il diritto cinese che con il diritto
internazionale. Non € sempre facile,
soprattutto quando si tratta di applicare il
diritto cinese, per fortuna per 0 i colleghi
sono sempre molto gentili e disponibili
cos 1 come il supervisore. Particolarit a
di questo studio legale € I'organizzazione
ogni mese di un pomeriggio in cui si parla
di un elemento particolare della propria
cultura di fronte ai colleghi e questo mese
¢ il mio turno, anche se non so ancora
bene di cosa parler 0 !!

Per quanto riguarda invece la citt @ di

5

ad



Project Abraad

a Pechino, citt @ molto piu tipicamente

“cinese” di Shanghai e di cui consiglio
sicuramente la visita, Grande Muraglia in
primis. Ah dimenticavo, durante la vita
di tutti i giorni, nei negozi, farmacie e nei
ristoranti pi U tipici sar @ molto difficile
trovare qualcuno che parli in inglese
perci 0 un minimo di basi di mandarino
sono importanti e ancor di piu il
linguaggio dei gesti!. Vado a godermi i miei
ultimi giorni qui, se siete indecisi se valga la
pena venire o meno siete pazzi!!

Shanghai specialmente in questo mese
la prima cosa che mi viene in mente
¢ il caldo pazzesco, condito da un
umidit @ incredibile, per fortuna per 0
gli appartamenti sono provvisti di aria
condizionata, elemento indispensabile. La
citt @ comunque € molto stimolante e
offre sempre qualcosa da fare sia che siate
o meno discotecari. Ci si pu O muovere
tranquillamente in metro o anche in taxi
(sono piuttosto economici, soprattutto per
gli standard europei, ma come in generale
lo €& tutta la citt @ ), anche se durante la
settimana ¢ difficile conciliare la vita da
turista con quella da  “lavoratore” .1
week end sono 1 momenti in cui € piu
facile visitare la citt a , fare shopping o fare
qualche gita fuoriporta. Personalmente
sono stato ad Hangzhou e recentemente
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SOCIAL CANLERDAR

Date Time Place
Thursday 5th September 9:00 pm Di Shui Dong
2013
Specy night!Hot night! for food ;)

Thursday 12th September 9:30 pm Hao Le Di
2013
KTV night!

Thursday 19th September 7:30 pm Yun Zhi Yuan
2013
Dinner for everyone, time for social! And happy Mid-Autumn Festival!

Thursday 26th September 14:30 pm Ye Li Xia Li
2013
A mutton string! Xinjiang cuisine!

HOLIDAYS

The National Day:
from Ist October to 7th October
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